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The 2009 Olmsted Linear Park Alliance 
Gala and Auction will take place on Sun-
day,  February 22, 2009 at the Fernbank 
Museum of Natural History.  The event will 
begin at 6:30 p.m. and end at 9:30 p.m. 
 

Event chair Kevin Steward said the theme 
for this year’s gala is “Dream in Green.”  
“The Olmsted Park is  all about green and 
more,” said Steward.  “It’s about planting 
trees, relaxing and being quiet.  It’s about 
being out there with nature.  And of course, 
it took a huge dream to get us to the point 
where we are now with the rehabilitation.” 
 

As in previous years, OLPA has an out-
standing evening lined up for guests.  Ca-
tering will be by “Affairs to Remember” and 
includes an open bar. Music will be pro-
vided by Atlanta Acoustic Jazz and guests 
will enjoy  both silent and live auctions, as 
well as an Imax film. 
 

Some outstanding items are currently be-
ing collected for the auction portion of the 
evening.  Fine art, prints, and one of a  kind 
hand-crafted items will go to the highest 
bidder.  Vacation homes and trips will be 
featured.   There will also be a few 
“surprises” to fit all tastes and budgets. 
 

“Most of all, the Gala is a way for friends 
and neighbors to gather and celebrate the 
work that has been accomplished, and to 
support the work yet to be done. Proceeds 
from the party will go to maintenance on 
the park above and beyond what the City 
and County can accomplish,” Steward said. 
 

Steward’s  gala  steering committee in-
cludes Philip Thompson, co-chair, Lynn 
Alexander,  Kirk Elifson, Claire Sterk, Bar-
bara Vogel, Lisa Presmanes, Steven 
DeFrancis, Jennifer Richardson, Julie Ral-
ston, George Ickes,  and Tally Sweat.  
 

“It’s going to be a great party, and one that 

raises money for the park we all en-
joy,” said Steward.  “Come and enjoy 
a festive evening and help us sup-
port the continuing beauty of our 
‘Dream in Green’.” 
 

Reservations for the party may be 
made on the OLPA website, 
(WWW.AtlantaOlmstedPark.org) or by 
calling (404) 377-5361. 

  

Men Working in Trees! 
OLPA extends  deep gratitude to Trees 
Atlanta and  Arborguard Tree Special-
ists for  their work in the linear park.  
Arborguard  recently donated  over 
$6,000  of work on tree trimming. An 
Arborguard employee works in Virgilee  
Park in the photo below.  Trees At-
lanta replaced twelve Darlington Oaks 
in Shadyside Park. In the picture at 
right, four men from Trees Atlanta 
plant  a Darlington Oak in Shady Side 
adjacent to Ponce de Leon Avenue.  

“Bounding Bacchanal”, a mixed 
media painting by Maxey Andress 
will be auctioned to the highest 

bidder at the Gala. 

Party For The Parks On Ponce “Dream In Green” Feb. 22 

Not a member of OLPA yet? 
Use the inserted mailer to join 

today! 
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At Druid Hills Day in Dellwood Park, Maria, the grand-
daughter of  Druid Hills residents Gail and Spencer 

King enjoys the  African music.   
The above acrylic painting will be auctioned at the OLPA Gala.  It’s 

called “Sunday by the Fish Pond” by artist 
 Clem Bedwell. 

The OLPA Board is honoring President Tally 
Sweat for her years of service to the organi-
zation by naming a prominent feature of 
the Park, the Promenade in Deepdene, 
after her.  The OLPA Development Commit-
tee  has identified a goal of $100,000, 
which will be used to complete construc-
tion of this feature of the Park and to es-
tablish an endowment for its long term 
upkeep. 
 

“We hope this action will appropriately 
symbolize Tally’s tireless efforts and ex-
traordinary leadership on behalf of the 
Park as she retires as President of the 
Board,” said Jim Waits, a member of the 
Development Committee.  “If you wish to 
contribute to this fund, you may do so by 
mail or by visiting our web site.  All donors 
will be invited to a special naming recogni-
tion.  Please call me at (404) 378-5999 if 
you need further information.” 
 

The following persons have made 
 contributions: 

Cousins Foundation 
Kirk Elifson and Claire Sterk 

Billy and Carolyn Hall 
Imlay Foundation  

Sally & Norman Harbaugh 
John & June Hemby 

Jennifer J. Richardson 

 

Tunnell & Tunnell 
John & Marilyn McMullen 

Judi & Barry Shur 
Sam Williams 

Holly & Martin York 
Smith & Howard 

Nancy & George Ickes 
Beth Jones 

Susan Neugent &  Dennis Clark 
Sally Sears 

Charles & Diane Sweat 
Carolyn Carpenter 

Mary Ann Hite 
Marguerite Ingram 

Lynn Kerpel 
Paula McInerny 

Ted & Katherine McMullan 
Sally Morgens 

Carter & Hampton Morris 
Richard Myrick 
Alicia Philipp 

Gloria Seymour 
Arnie & Janet Silverman 

Jim & Fentress Waits 
Bo & Cathy Bradshaw 

Dot and John Branscomb 
Pat Pattillo 

Martha Sheffield 

President & Mrs. Jimmy Carter 
Dennis & Ingrid Blanton 

Ann Curry 
Anne Fauver 

Mark & Katherine Gannon 
Beth Grashof 

Bradley &  Anne Hale 
George & Lynn Hart 
Warren & Sally Jobe 

Jo Koch 
Sally and Jerry Lipsky 

Lorraine Loftis 
Laura Patterson 
Elizabeth Smith 

Patricia and J. Carlton Smith 
Jane Stratigos 

Gale Walldorff &  Andy Hall 
Frank & Betty Asbury 
Cathy & Bucky Askew 
Diane Harnell Cohen 

Jo Ann Herold 
Eve Hoffman 
Gail Johnson 

Julia Kyle 
Martha Morgan 
Nancy Verber 

Becky & David Evans 
James Robertson 

OLPA Honors Tally Sweat for Years of Service 
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Kevin Steward has graciously 
agreed to be chair of the 2009 
OLPA Gala.  Kevin is a neighbor 
and has lived in Druid Hills for 
many years, most recently on 
Harvard Road, and presently on 
Briarcliff Road.  Kevin is a real-
tor with Paris and Associates 
Realtors.  He’s already assem-
bled his Gala Steering Commit-
tee, and plans are well under 
way to obtain a host committee 
and sponsors. 

 

New Offices for OLPA 
Thanks to a generous arrange-
ment with Fernbank Museum of 
Natural History, the Olmsted 
Linear Park Alliance office has 
moved into one room of the 
McClatchey House located at 
1788 Ponce de Leon Avenue. 
OLPA’s mailing address will re-
main Post Office Box 5500, At-
lanta, GA 31107.  The new 
phone number is (404) 377-
5361 and the fax number is 
(404) 377-5362. The website 
address is: 
WWW.AtlantaOlmstedPark.org 
 

George Ickes (seen here with 
hand truck) and Jennie 

Richardson helped move the 
OLPA office to its new home 

from City Hall East. 

(Above) Administrator George Ickes and 
President Tally Sweat stand outside the 
historic McClatchey house.  OLPA’s new 

office overlooks Dellwood Park on 
Ponce de Leon Avenue. 

Kevin Steward 

You Must Be 
Present to Win! 

One of the most coveted ob-
ject d’arts at OLPA’s Gala  
Auction is a   hand-turned 
bowl made by  Sam A. Wil-
liams.  That’s because artist 
and craftsman Williams does-
n’t sell his bowls—-he only 
gives them away to friends 
and to charity.  Last year, 
many determined bidders  
saw their hopes of acquiring 
a bowl dashed when the 
price rose ever higher.  After 
all but two bidders dropped 
out, a bidding war ensued.  
What will happen at this 
year’s gala?  Who will be the 
winner of  the 2009 bowl?    
Anything can happen, but 
remember that you can’t  ac-
quire Williams’ bowl without 
bidding for it, and you must 
be present at the OLPA gala 
to win!! 

Sam Williams, President of Metro At-
lanta Chamber of Commerce, holds a 
one-of-a-kind hand-crafted bowl that 
he turned  in his shop.  OLPA board 

member Williams has generously do-
nated a bowl to each of OLPA’s auc-

tions.  
Photo compliments of Byron E. Small and 

the Atlanta Business Chronicle 

Kevin  Steward Chairs 
Gala 



OLPA Memberships: 
Platinum 

Kathy & Dennis Berry 

Kirk Elifson & Claire Sterk 

Gold 

Martha & Toby Brooks 

James & Susan Heerin 

Silver 
John & Dot Branscomb 

Robert & Lucinda Bunnen 

Winston & Terry Cagle 
Richard Delay & Francine 

Dykes 

Carl & Donna Holladay 

Freda Hoffman 

Marguerite Colville Ingram 

John & Marilyn McMullan 

Randy & Rebecca Moore 

Susan Muller 

Julie & Tim Ralston 

Robert & Carolyn Riordan 

Stuart & Alida Silverman 

Bronze 
Anonymous (2) 

Ingrid & Dennis Blanton 

Brian & Jean Bowen 

Dale & Manuel Cadrecha 

Judith Clairmont 

Craig & Heather Couris 

Susan Doyle & David Goo 

Bill & Stacy Gryboski 

Jo Ann Herold 

Jeff Hopper & Elaine Swobe 

Don Kenagy & Carol Sleeth 

Elizabeth A. Lyon 

David C. McCauley 

Tim Merckins 

Sally Morgens 

The Nettles Family 

Edward Overstreet 

Henry C. Ricks 

Jennifer Richardson 

Virginia Schneck 

Gloria Seymour 

Barry & Judi Shur 

Robert Wagner 

Carol Wilson 

Pam Woodley & Perry Mitchell 

Christopher Wagner 

Family 
Scott & Becky Bracewell 
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Olmsted Linear 
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Post office box 5500 
Atlanta, GA 31107 

(404) 377-5361 
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Officers 
Tally Sweat, President 

Brian Bowen, Vice President 
Bethanie C. Grashof, Secretary 
Douglas M. Grimm, Treasurer 

General Directors 
Steven DeFrancis 

Kirk Elifson 

William L.  Hall 

Lynn Kerpel 

G. Robert Kerr 

Julie  Ralston 

Jennifer J. Richardson 

Mark J. Rigatti 

Sally  Sears 

Gloria Seymour 

James L. Waits 

Sam A. Williams 
Joni Winston 

Appointed Directors 
Kevin Steward 

Brian Stone 

Ex Officio Directors 
Dianne Harnell Cohen 

Marilyn Boyd Drew 

Anne Fauver  

W. Hampton Morris 

Susan Neugent 

Jeff Rader 

Emeritus  Directors 
Sally H. Harbaugh 

John C. Hemby, Jr. 

Advisory  Directors 
Ingrid Blanton 

Dennis L. Boyden 

Michael DeWitt 

Warren Heemann 

Beth C. Jones 

James H. Rollins 

Gale Walldorff 

Honorary Directors 
Anne Cox Chambers 

Bradley Hale 

Spencer King 

Deen Day Sanders 

OLPA Administrator 
George Ickes 

Newsletter Editor 
Jennifer J. Richardson 
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Susan & Philip Brachman 

Wayne & Martha Burdette 

Charles & Caroline Driebe 

Robert & Jean Gerwig 

Will Gosnell & John Page 

Norman & Sally Harbaugh 

Mark & Karen Holzberg 

Irwin & Margaret Hyatt 

Faith and Howard Levy 

Diana Getz & Carl Mitchell 

David Glass & Nancy Newton 

Michael and Ann O’Neill 

Jean & James Paddock 

John Paddock & Karen Schwartz 

David Peterson 

Drs. Patty and Arthur Schiff 

Joe Mulinare & Kathy Shands 

Kerry Traubert 

Anne Wallace 

Individual 

Niel Dawson 

Mary Ann Hite 

Kirsten Stimmel 

Julia Kyle 
 

Druid Hills Garden Club 
Plants Memorial Trees 

Members of Druid Hills Gar-
den Club gathered recently  
in Oak Grove Park to plant 
dogwood trees in memory of 
two of their members: Kath-
leen Wilkinson and Betty 
Minor. The memorial trees 
are located directly across 
from Paideia’s new middle 
school.  The Garden Club 
was founded in 1928 and 
has been a consistent donor 
to OLPA’s efforts to rehabili-
tate the linear park.  Pic-
tured below are Sister Hood, 
Mary Hood, Sylvia Kortan, 
Jeanne Frazier, Betty Craw-
ford, Tally Sweat, Laura Pat-
terson and President Paula 
McInerny. And to the left, 
some of the same members 
apply mulch  to the dog-
wood planted in memory of 
Betty Minor. 

DH Garden Club members plant a 
dogwood in memory of  member 

Betty Minor 

Donations: 
 

In Honor of Doug Grimm 

Sherrilyn and Donn Wright 

In Memory of Roland Ingram 

Frank Asbury 

In Memory of Betty Minor 

Laura Patterson 

A Park Bench Named in Honor of  

Fentress Waits 

By Her Grandchildren 


