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CELEBRATING FREDERICK LAW OLMSTED, SR.’S BICENTENNIAL BIRTHDAY IN 2022

2022 marked the 200th birthday of Frederick Law Olmsted Sr. where Olmsted-designed spaces across 
the nation celebrated with live events, online lectures and exhibits. The Druid Hills neighborhood was 
Olmsted, Sr.’s last design before his death. His sons and the Olmsted Firm would pick up the mantle to 
complete the design and create thousands of beautiful  open spaces that are enjoyed today. Druid Hills 
and Olmsted Linear Park are honored to be a part of this legacy and in partnership with our 
communities, we pledge to continue this legacy. 

So, where’s Fred today? Visit Olmsted200.org to read more about these celebrations and Olmsted’s 
legacy. 

OLPA's
Mission Statement
To protect and preserve Olmsted Linear Park by 
engaging and educating the public to treasure 
and invest in the improvement of this historic, 
landmark asset; and to champion the teaching 
and the legacy of Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr. in 
creating a thoughtful, well-designed green space 
to enhance urban living.
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President’s Remarks
Warm Greetings from the Olmsted Linear Park Alliance Board of Directors,

It has been a pleasure to serve on the OLPA Board these many years and as Board President in 
2022. I want express a sincere appreciation to my fellow board members, friends and colleagues 
for their support and commitment to preserving our historic Olmsted Linear Park. It takes dedicated 
advocates to care and nurture this historic community asset. Thank you to all those unbelievably 
generous friends of the park, our greatest pool of supporters ever. You are extraordinary! My board 
term may be ending but my love and support for the park is not. As we turn a page to the next 200 
years of Olmsted’s legacy, I can only hope that we all do our part to continue our love and support 
for our historic Olmsted Linear Park.

Weslee Knapp
2022 OLPA President



EMERITI DIRECTORS
George Ickes, Emertus Director
Tally Sweat, President Emerita

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Sandra Kruger

Lynn Alexander 
Brian Bowen
Justin Critz
William L. (Billy) 
Hall
Carolyn Hall
Laura Hardy
Lynn Kerpel
Bob Kerr
Stacey Key
Aneli Nutgeren

Elena Parent
Julie Ralston
Mary Reilly
Sally Sears
Gloria Seymour
Alida Silverman
Kevin Steward
Jim Waits
Gale Walldorff

ADVISORY DIRECTORS

Commissioner Justin Cutler - City of Atlanta
Director Chuck Ellis - DeKalb County
Council Member Alex Wan - City of Atlanta
Commissioner Jeff Rader - DeKalb County
Jennifer Grant Warner - Fernbank Museum of Natural 
History

EX-OFFICIO DIRECTORS

Niel Dawson
Dick Henneman 
Amy Howell 
Chris Kelly
Dave McCauley
Claudia Saari

Carol Sleeth
Sydney Thompson
Sarah Catherine Tunkle 
Spencer Tunnell 
Janice Whitener

GENERAL DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
Weslee Knapp, President 
Jenny Fletcher, VP
John Giegerich, Treasurer 
Jennie Richardson, Secretary

2022 Board of Directors

APPOINTED DIRECTORS
Carol Holliday, NPU-N 
Open, DHCA
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Jenny Fletcher
2023 OLPA President

2023 !  As we embark upon the closing 
months of the Olmsted 200 celebration, we 

also reflect on the fantastic year of 2022.  How nice to be back to 
“normal” in 2022 with an in-person gala and events that celebrated 
Frederick Law Olmsted and his amazing landscape legacy.  Special 
thanks for 2022 go to our outgoing President of the OLPA Board, 
Weslee Knapp, and to our most appreciated Executive Director, 
Sandy Kruger.  They managed a full year of awareness, activities, 
long range planning, fundraising, and camaraderie among lovers 
and supporters of the Olmsted Linear Park.  We certainly hope to 
replicate their successes in 2023.  Our OLPA Events Chair, Sydney 
Thompson, also deserves special recognition.  Remaining nimble to 
push the gala to Fall and manage all the related activities was key 
to a fabulous event.  Many thanks go out to all of our OLPA Board 

Members old & new.  Dick Henneman and his excellent service as 
the outgoing Board Development & Governance Chair.  Dave 
McCauley continued his irreplaceable service as chair of the 
Maintenance Committee.  We said goodbye to the long and 
successful tenure of Commissioner Jeff Rader and welcomed our 
new liaison to the Dekalb County Commission.  Jennifer 
Richardson & Spencer Tunnell published their second and aptly 
timed book on Olmsted’s Linear Park.  So many wonderful 
accomplishments we cannot list them all.

The Olmsted Linear Park is a precious resource of nature and 
beauty and it generates a community of folks who are unmatched 
for service.  Thank you, thank you to all of you who contributed, 
supported and enjoyed the Park.  Let’s keep it going for 2023 and 
our next generations!

LET'S KEEP IT GOING!
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Board Highlights
OLPA welcomes new board members 
Miriam Gutman, Robert Herrig, Sarah 
Catherine Tunkle, and Danette Van 
Trump.

Miriam Gutman is a 
senior attorney in the 
Economic Justice 
Project at the 

Southern Poverty Law 
Center. She first 

discovered Olmsted Liner Park as an 
Emory University law student looking for 
a running route and an excuse to leave 
the library. One of her favorite things 
about Atlanta and the area around the 
parks is the vibrant green spaces that 
always seem full of life year-round. 
Before joining the OLPA Board, Miriam 
served on the Events/Gala Committee 
since 2016. She resides in Westside 
Atlanta with her husband Chris, dog 
Riley and cat Cleo.

Robert Herrig is the Director of Supply 
Chain and Advanced Manufacturing at 
the Metro Atlanta Chamber. In this role, 

he works to recruit new companies to 
the 29-County metropolitan region 
that create jobs and make 
impactful investments. Robert 
holds a Master of Public Policy in 
Planning and Economic Development 
from Georgia State University and a Bachelor of 
Philosophy from the University of Georgia. 
Previously, he served as a board member of the 
Georgia Planning Association, the Georgia 
Logistics Association, CHACE Village, and the 
Climate Reality Project Atlanta Chapter. He is an 
alumnus of LEAD Atlanta Class of 2022. Robert 
and his family reside in Atkins Park.

Sarah Catherine Tunkle graduated 
from the University of Georgia’s 
Grady College of Journalism in 
2009. Since then, she has worked 

for UGA’s Washington Semester 
Program in Washington, D.C., and 

Oxford, England. She is a certified domestic 
relations mediator through the Justice Center of 
Atlanta. She has been a resident of Druid Hills 
since 2020. As a native of the north Georgia 
mountains, she is a born nature lover, and is 

enthusiastic about having the opportunity to 
support Olmsted’s vision for Druid Hills with 
Olmsted Linear Park Alliance.

Danette Van Trump is a native Atlantan who 
grew up right outside of the city of Conyers and 
attended Georgia State University. After a 30-
year career, she retired from Transplace as the 
Senior Vice President in 2020. As a community 
volunteer, Danette dedicates her time to Dekalb 
County CASA as a Guardian ad Litem, and to the 
Druid Hills Civic Association, as the Membership 
Chair. Danette resides in Druid Hills with her 
husband, Phil, her dog Ollie, and two cats, 
Talullah and Dorito. She enjoys playing golf, 
traveling with Phil, and spending time with her 
pets. On Saturdays in the fall, you can find her at 
Sanford Stadium rooting for the Georgia 
Bulldogs.

ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

Many thanks to Toby Brooks, Dick Henneman 
and Janice Whitener for their service on the 
OLPA Board.   They are not going too far as we 
are welcoming them to the Advisory Board along 
with former board member Robin Chalmers.  We 
thank you for your continued dedication and 
commitment to Olmsted Linear Park. 

2023 New Board Members and 
Member Recognition
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Volunteer Appreciation
THANK YOU OLPA VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers logged over 1200 hours in 2022! 

Thousands of invasive plant materials and debris 
were removed from the park - english ivy, cherry 
laurel, privet, wisteria. In addition, hundreds of shrub 
beds were weeded and mulched

Whether pulling ivy out of the Deepdene forest or 
urging guests to bid on those coveted silent auction 
items at the Gala, our volunteers are invaluable and 
we appreciate all their hard work. Volunteers, you 
could donate your time anywhere but you chose to 
dedicate your efforts into our Olmsted Linear Park. 
Thank you so much! 

Many thanks to Georgia Audubon Society (GAS and 
Hands On Atlanta for all their support this year. Since 
2016, OLPA and GAS have worked in partnership to 
restore and enhance bird-friendly habitats in 
Deepdene. GAS guided birding walks for nature 
enthusiasts, conducted citizen-science education 
events, and continues to support the removal of non-
native invasive plants. This year, OLPA partnered 
with Hands on Atlanta to educate and build 
awareness of the Olmsted Linear Park. This 
partnership allowed OLPA to expand its reach to 
volunteer across metro Atlanta. It’s partnerships like 
these that help continue OLPA’s mission of enhancing 
and preserving this beautiful urban park in Atlanta.

1200+
Hours worked

Our volunteers logged  over 1,200 hours - 
whether they worked in the park, at the 
gala, on the board or a committee.



Sincere Appreciation to our 
Elected Officials and Stakeholders. 

We want to extend our sincere gratitude to the 
multitude of stakeholders who continuously work 
to help keep our Olmsted Linear Park and Druid 
Hills Community clean, safe, and green for 
everyone to enjoy:

• Fernbank Museum of Natural History
• City of Atlanta Council Member Alex Wan
• City of Atlanta Department of Parks and 

Recreation
• DeKalb County Recreation, Parks & Cultural 

Affairs
• DeKalb County Commissioner Michelle Long 

Spears
• Georgia House Representative Becky Evans
• Georgia State Senator Elena Parent 9

OLPA Welcomes Park 
Maintenance Director - 
Anna Hauser 

Anna has worked with OLPA for 
several years as a contractor 
pruning shrubs and performing 
structural pruning on young trees. 
She brings a plethora of expertise to 
the Olmsted Linear Park.  Anna 
studied at Longwood Gardens’ 
Professional Gardener Training 
Program and worked in horticulture 

and organic agriculture in Ireland 
and Italy. She later received an 
Honors Interdisciplinary Degree 
from the College of Agriculture at the 
University of Georgia, where she 
enrolled in graduate courses in 
forestry, environmental design, and 
historic preservation. Concurrent to 
that, Anna qualified as an ISA 
Certified Arborist. Most recently, she 
earned a Master’s in City and 
Regional Planning from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology, as well as a 

Master’s in Social Psychology from 
the London School of Economics 
and Political Science.

We are excited to have her on our 
team as well as Doug Strohl, 
Daniel Lough, and Gabe Jacobs. 
They spend many hours making 
sure the park is clean and safe for 
your enjoyment. If you see them in 
the park, please say hello and 
thank them for their hard work. 

Thank you Commissioner Jeff Rader

Jeff Rader served as an advocate and friend of 
Olmsted Linear Park during his tenure as DeKalb 
County Commissioner. The OLPA Board of 
Directors and staff extend their sincere 
appreciation for his commitment and dedication to 
preserving our historic park and community. 
Executive Director Sandra Kruger and 2022 Board 
President, Weslee Knapp, presented this original 
drawing of the Deepdene Bridge in recognition of 
his service.



Fall in the Love with the Park Gala
Raising over $65K, guests, donors and sponsors enjoyed a beautiful evening at Fernbank Museum of Natural History. 

Long time friend of the park, Jennie 
Richardson, received the Fredereck 

Law Olmsted Legacy Award.





Noteworthy Moments & Events
In October, OLPA and Park Pride 
hosted a showing of “Olmsted 
and America’s Urban Parks” at 
the Atlanta Botanical Garden in 
celebration of Olmsted 200.  We want 
to thank Mike and Jenny Messner 
for their generosity in bringing the flm to 
life and making this 
event a huge success.

Deepdene and The Olmsted Legacy.  Deepdene Forest is 
featured on The Cultural Landscape Foundation’s Landslide 
2022 website. This year’s report highlights threaten and at-risk 
landscapes that include parks, parkways and park systems all 
designed by Frederick Law Olmsted, his frm and successors. 
The purpose of Landslide is to “foster awareness and curiosity 
about the scope, scale and richness of the Olmsted landscape 
legacy, and to encourage a stronger shared responsibility for its 
future” (www.tclf.org/sites/default/fles/microsites/landslide2022/
locations/deepdene.html). For more information about TCLF 
and Landslide visit their website at tclf.org. 

Celebrating Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr. Bicentennial Birthday – April 26, 2022

Olmsted 200 Gala
OLPA and community partners joined together to celebrate Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr.’s legacy with several signature events in April. To 
commemorate this occasion, an Olmsted 200 Birthday Party was held at Callanwolde Fine Arts Center where guests danced the night away 
to festive tunes performed by jazz musician Joe Gransden. This was followed by the annual Druid Hills Tour of Homes, an Artist Market, and a 
concert to wrap up the celebration.





OLMSTED SUSTAINING CIRCLE
Recurring gifts to Annual Fund 

Julie & William Carlson
Audrey & Jeremy Critz
Robin & Justin Critz
Jeferson J. Davis
Mitchell B. Davis
Niel Dawson & Kenneth Prince
Nichole and Brandon Forde
Erin Leymann
Sherry Neal & Daniel Wright
Martha Rogers
Kelly & Gary Yates
Stephanie Van Parys

TRIBUTE GIFTS

Justin Critz 
George Ickes
Sally Harbaugh
Theodore Weimar
Dana White

Thank You to Our Donors
Your support ensures the park is clean, safe, and thriving for everyone to enjoy! 
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Thank You to Our Donors
Your support ensures the park is clean, safe and thriving for everyone to enjoy!

Champion Oak - $1,000+
Sally Cohen and Rocky Atkins
Daniel and Melissa Skinner Berlin
Matthew and Natalie Bernstein
BNY Mellon Charitable Gift Fund
Briley Brisendine and Elena Parent
Martha and Toby Brooks
Henry and Rebecca Chalmers
Community Foundation of Greater 
Atlanta
Ann and Jeff Cramer
Ann and Frank Critz
Robin and Justin Critz
Drs. Jennifer Culley and Sagar Lonial
Niel Dawson and Kennth Prince
David Goo and Susan Doyle
Richard Delay and Francine Dykes
Kirk Elifson and Claire Sterk
Diana Hicks and Philip Enteles
David and Becky Evans
Paul and Lynn Farnham
Fidelity Charitable
Jenny Fletcher
Quigg Fletcher
Linda Grant
Toni and Hardy Gregory
Billy and Carolyn Hall
Richard Henneman and Janet Fath
Dr. and Mrs. James Hughes
West and Polly Hutchison
Marguerite Colville Ingram
Christiana and Pete Jacxsens
Elizabeth and Stuart Johnson
Christopher Keir, MD
Christopher and Jenni Kelly
Spencer and Gail King
Rich and Carrie Lassiter
Nanette H. Loftis
Bob and Becky Lough
David McCauley and Gary Siebert
John and Marilyn McMullan
Sandra Mendel

Morgan Stanley 
Carly and Tim Nassar
Sherry Neal and Daniel Wright
Fredric and Mary Newman
Martha and David Pacini
Paideia School
Briley Brisendine and Elena Parent
Park Pride
Carrie and Chad Parker
Mark and Kathryn Petralia
Joanna and Roger Quillen
Wendell and Mary Reilly
Schwab Charitable
Sally Sears and Richard Belcher
Jonathan Shakespeare
Carol Sleeth
Kevin Steward
Jonathan Shakespeare
The Waterfall Foundation
Sarah Catherine Tunkle and Bill Bell
Robert and Elizabeth Wagner
James L. Waits
Barrett and Peggy Walker
Suzanne and Jon White
Janice Whitener
Jeff and Lauren Williams
Joni Winston
David, Helen and Marian Woodward 
Fund - Atlanta

Hickory - $500+
Bryan Adams
Elliott Albers
Stephen Andrews and Dee Downs
David and Mary Bower
Krista Brewer and Gary Flack
Robin Chalmers and Michael Purser
Melissa L. Cobbs M.D.
Kim and Steve Comstock
Sara and Paul Dangel
Kate Dannenberg
Patty and Walt deHeer

Richard and Susan Fenichel
Nicole and Brandon Forde
Katherine Fritts and Steven Cappel
Stacey Gallant
Carol and Lawrence L. Gellerstedt
Diana Getz and Carl Mitchell
Beth Grashof
Don and Carole Guffey
Peggy and Henry Hibbert
Lisa and Todd Hill
Shirley and Bill Hollberg
Amy and Brian Howell
Richard and Linda Hubert
George and Nancy Ickes
Michael and Kirsten Jacobson
Robert Kerr and Linda Disantis
Stacey Key
Erin Leymann
David Lowance
Cynthia Messina and Jeff Gold
Phil and Caroline Moise
Mel and Ellen Moore
Laura & Mike Murphey
Josh Netherton and Christy Hall
Aneli Nugteren and Steve Place
Kizzy Patel & Megan Huntz
Patricia Payne-White
Amy Phuong
Melanie and Mac Platt
Julie and Tim Ralston
Wayne and Jennifer Richardson
Jay and Laura Sadd
Cyrus and Emily Samai
Katherine and Carl Seville
Gloria Seymour & Sunny Lee
Kenneth Thomas
David Cofrin and Christine Tryba-Cofrin
Ava Wagner and Matthew McCabe
Connie and Walter Weimar
James and Michele Young

Dogwood - $250+
Joseph Agee
Lake Claire Neighbors
Wendy and Jefferson Baer
Dan and Pamela Beeson
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Paul Bianchi and Barbara Dunbar
Michelle and Doug Blackmon
Jim and Gloria Boone
Brian and Jean Bowen
Kristina and Patrick Bowen
Cathy and Bo Bradshaw
Peter and Sue Briss
James L. Bross
Allie Brown
Carol and Aubrey Bush
Kris Byron and Ross Rubenstein
Manuel and Dale Cadrecha
Julie and William Carlson
Carrie and Joe Conway
Casey Cornell and Ritchie McNally
Russell Currey and Amy Durrell
Robert Davis
Alice and Art Domby
John and June Douglas
Dolly Evans
Heather Fenton and Richard Ossoff
Paul Ferdinands
Ruth and George Gray
Dana and Laura Hardy
Lisa Haverty
Melinda and Phil Holladay
Eva and H. Kent Holland
Carol Holliday
Nancy and John Jordak
Lynn Kerpel
Gunnar Lowe
Bruce and Dell MacGregor
Robert and Georgia Marshall
Laura and Ken McDuffie
Hollis and Michael Montgomery
Sabrina and Mark Rivellese



John Paddock and Karen Schwartz
David and Nan Partlett
Marguerite Paul
Frank Pickens
Kim Roberson and Garett Backman
Paul DeSandre and Michael Ross
Brian Ruppert
Claudia Saari and Jeff Boatright
Virginia Schenck
Alida and Stuart Silverman
Norman Slawsky and Marcia Abrams
Michelle Long Spears and Chris Spears
Bill Stiefel and Marilyn Fish
Sydney Thompson and Nathan Aarons
Nancy Thompson
Michael and Sheila Vinciquerra
Jane and Hal Weston
Bonnie and Gary Wolf
Catherine Woodling & Evan Strange
George and Julie Zaharatos
Kristy Janson Zopari

Redbud - $100
Emily Adams
Jesse and Deborah Austin
Annie Boring
Stephen Breeser
Doug Bremner and Viola Vaccarino
Jill and George Brown
Sarah and Richard Brownlee
Judy Byrd
William and Jane Carney
Harry and Linder Clark
Audrey and Jeremy Critz
Mitchell B. Davis
Charles and Caroline Driebe
Eric and Karen Dusenbury
Mr. & Mrs. Wiliam M. Ellard
Frances Eileen Finegan
Brad and Leslie Fletcher
William and Dorothy Fletcher

Marie Forehand
Pamela Frey
Kathie Gannon
John and Kristin Giordano
Patricia Godbee
Brian Gold
Karen Golden-Bilddle
Mark and Marlene Goldman
Wilson F. & Caron Gordon III
William and Pat Graves
Schaune Griffin
Ryan Guthrie and Leigh Ann Allen
Preston and Linda Herren
Mark and Karen Holzberg
Daniel and Rosa Hunt
John and Julia Jagger
Carolyn and Kenneth Johnson
Kelly Jordan
Chelsea & Toshi Karato
Judy and Leslie Klemperer
Jay Ku
Doris Lee and Scott Gabler
Howard and Faith Levy
David Lewis and Danica Kombol
Robert Liu
McBrayer Family Foundation
Allison and Warner McConaughey
Dan and Mary Emma McConaughey
Jack McFarland
Ted and Catherine McMullan
Rob Dretler and Muffie Michaelson
Jenny Mittelman
Hampton and Carter Morris
Michelle Morris
Beth and Bill Morrison
Elizabeth and Allen Moye
Jim and Margaret Newsome
Denis O'Hayer and Lisa Jayne Allen
Kathie and Chuck Palmer
Paradox Fund
Tom and Alex Pearson

Osvaldo and Elsa Pena
Lois Pippin
Rob & Larissa Rivera
Thea and John Roeser
Martha Rogers
Kathie Ryan
Jennie Saliers and Bill Levisay
Arthur and Patty Schiff
Jane Seward
Bill and Sandra Sexson
Mary Elizabeth Sloop
Marjorie Snook
Kim and Scott Storbeck
John Douglas Strohl
Kerry Traubert and John Raevuori
Berit Turner
Chris Van Beneden
Stephanie Van Parys
Danette & Phil Van Trump
Nancy Verber
Donald Walter
Alex Wan and Joe Bechely
Anne M. Warren
Ruth Woodling
Vivian M Wright
Kelly & Gary Yates
Pauline Clance and Nancy Zumoff
Marlene and Paul Zwier

Maple - $50+
Mary Alleman
Shawn and Edward Alshut
Amazon Smiles Charitable
Anonymous
Susan and Arthur Auerbach
Eric Blue
John Boswell
Ellen Bruenderman
Hamish Caldwell and Dalia Judovitz
Elaine Chambers
Coleman Family

James and Doris Douglas
Crispin Gambill
Mod Peach
Patricia Gipson and Adele Gipson
Mark and Marlene Goldman
Will Gosnell and John Page
Cheryl Griffin
Cynthia Hoffner
Walter S. James
Carol Jean and Timothy Johnson
John Juricek
Kean
Hans Klein
Frederick Koehl
Sandra and Walter Kruger
Mary and Elliott Kyle
Bruce and Gretchen Maclachlan
Chuck and Betsy Marvin
Smoke Rise Morning Glories
Sally Mountcastle
Tom Newsome
Sophia Brothers Peterman
Brian Seinberg
Nathan Shaffer
Neel Gandhi & Sarita Shah
Janpen and Andrew Sherwood
Doug Shipman
Susan and Robert Stewart
Anne Michael Sustman
Tally Sweat
J. Miller Tobin
Mary and Jim Van Buren
Anna Welles
Michael and Suzanne White
Alan and Andi Wieczynski
Craig and Peggy Wyvill
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Thank You to Our Donors
Your support ensures the park is clean, safe and thriving for everyone to enjoy!



404-377-5361
www.atlantaolmstedpark.org

© Olmsted Linear Park Alliance. All rights reserved.




